
BULLETIN OF TIIE UNITED STAT~ES FISH COMMISSION. 85 

cov.cry this ~ o ~ m i ~ s i o i i  was very glad to welcome him back and secure 
hi5 ~ u a b l o  services. 

Mr. Rrmstroug, while not a regular emylo~6 uiitil September, 1SS3, 
had yet served for several seasons iu gathering whitefish ova. Hehad 
Gai~led the reputation of being one of the most slcillful and capable 
among espcrts, 110 'v17ss also well Imowii for his iiidustrious habits, hon- 
orable dealing, aiic1 good judginent. JVlieii the increased appropriatioa, 
~rautetl by the legislature, i w d e  possible exteuded operations by this . 
Cominissioii, 3Pr. Armstrong was the first inn11 eugaged. 

They were threc inanlg fellows tlist aiiy co~iimission might we11 linve 
hem proud of, as me were.  hey wore three fmt friends, who were al- 
'"nYs 10y:tl to enell other nud themselves, their families, and their friends. 

And this ininnto is tlio saddest that shall ever bo n~acio upon tbese 
records. 
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of the house. He stands in the water perfectly motionless, and as tho 
fishes approach he strikes them. I have sometimes heard n great flop- 
ping and disturbance in the water a t  night time, anci.upon going to tho 
place in the morning found heron tracks and a trout fro111 half :L 
pound to one pound in weight with il liolc in his back or side into which 
SQU could put Sour finger. I supposo this fish to  have been too strong 
for the heron that had mortally wouuded it. 

To capture them, set steel traps in sliallow water, taking careful pro- 
caution to  secure thorn, or the heron mill fly away wit11 them. When 
you fiiid him in the trap quiet hiin with a long clul) or a charge of shot, 
lest the sarage bird. inflict a bad wounil upon you. 

V. BITTERNs.-These birds are similar to the lierons, though smaller, 
and do some damage. 

VI. MUsKRATs.-~his animal feeds upon the caddis worm and Other 
fish food, uuclerrnines the banks, and eats off the screen slats. I lisvo 
seen a peck of empty caddis-worm eases in one pile on the banlt a t  the 
water's edge, which had beeu left by the inuslrrats. These should be 
traplxxi in the winter aud spring, wlieri their fiir will sell readily. I 
ursna11-y sell from $10 to $15 worth in a year. 

VII. MINKS.-'~'~C mink is the greatest of oiir enemies. If he gets 
the notion of coniing to your ponds he will aiiniliilate the fish before 
you ~tuow it. HC usually enters at tlie same Set your trap just; 
utider the water where he may slide into it as he is sliding into the pond. 
J 11i1v~ seen a inink slide down the bank of a streani iiiiiler the mater 
and come up with a fish qrne a11d again, with scarcely a failure. One 
mink is good for a hundreil dollars' worth of fish in a short time. 

VIII .  SNAKES.-I hare  seen :L 30-incli water-adder catch a 5 ou~ice 
trout, and Iiuve found t h e e  trout at :L time in tlie stoinach of the same 
variety. A gentleinan told me this spriug that last summer lie was 
passing near a pond which contniued brook trout, and lie saw a srialio 
glide domii the bank into the Wilter, : i ~ d  as the water was clear he 
watched it. It weIit into solno inoss that was on the bottom of tho 
pond. Entering the moss from below, soon hc saw it8 hpad appear in 
the top of t h e  bunch of moss, niid then, for the first tirue, noticed :i small 
trout about 4 inches loiig that was almost over the snaIte% head. 
After slowly t l ramiug its liead out a little, i t  rnnde a dart for tlie fish 
ant1 caught 11ii-n; the11 t ~ i e  sii:ilre came out on tlie ~ ~ a u l t .  ~ l i c  o n l ~  
irietlrod I have fonnd f'or dealing wit11 them is to  kill t h i n  whenever 
they come in )-our path. In the inoiiths of May and June they may bo 
found along the banks of stream or ponds sunning themselves, when 
a charge of NO. G or 3 shot will put tliem 011 tlie retired list. 
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I always shoot them. 




